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Posing with Colonel Mentz’s wife on an elephant (Addo bush)



Nineteen chapters containing subheadings such as:
• Shooting my first lion
• Buffalo hunt
• More man-eating lions
• Wild dogs, the scourge of the African bush, and how to get rid of them
• Ivory to my heart’s delight
• The Addo bush … and the extermination of the elephants
• Tragedy in the Addo bush
• The Knysna elephants

JUNGLE MAN

Mtanda Batho
In search of the manuscript

The original manuscript of Jungle Man, which was in possession of 
Major PJ Pretorius at the time, was borrowed by the SA Defence

Force film unit in 1945 with the view of producing a film. The 
manuscript however, was lost and could not be traced.  It 

contained detail regarding his experiences during World War 1 
and World War 2 of which the family had little or almost no 

information.

After many years of fruitless efforts searching for information 
regarding their father, Major PJ Pretorius’s experiences during the 
two wars, Mrs Zwanenburg, his eldest daughter, placed a request 
for information in the Garden and Home magazine in March 1979.

Responses to this request included, among others, a reference to 
the existence of the original manuscript in South Africa.  This lead 
was followed up with the collaboration of a retired commandant 
of the SA Defence Force.  After deliberations and correspondence 
between the parties, the manuscript of the Jungle Man was finally 

released to the Pretorius family in 1980.

DE-LUXE EDITION

Resolving and concluding outstanding 
issues took another 25 years.


